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NEW HAMPSHIRE BOARD OF NURSING 
MINUTES  

       July 16, 2015 
Philbrook Building 

Conference Room B119 
 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

              The meeting was called to order by Chairwoman N. Fortin at 8:00 a.m. 

 

Board Members Present:  Chairwoman Nora Fortin (NF), Vice Chairwoman Kathleen 

Kidder (KK), Tracey Collins (TC), Harley Featherston (HF), Beth Fersch (BF), Ann 

Finn-Waddell (AFW), James Kuras (JK), Sherrie Palmieri (SP), Roberta Petrin (RP), 

Cynthia Smith (CS), and Nancy Wiggin (NW). 

                                           

Board Staff Present (for all or part of the meeting):  Anita Pavlidis, Carol Brody, Susan 

Goodness, Suzanne Beauchesne. Sarah Howlett. 

 

Others Present:  (for all or part of the meeting) 

     Lakes Region Community College representatives:  Dr. Scott Kalicki, 

  Amy Tremblay, Martha Pasquali, Debbie Brady, Laura Rodgers,  

  Thomas Goulette, and Attorney Jeanne Herrick. 

 

  State Senator Andrew Hosmer  

    Brian Buonamanno, Attorney General’s Office 

    Kenna Finlayson, Respondent 

   

  Hanover Hill Health Care Center representatives:  Lori McIntire, Heather 

  Foster, Kate Nadeau, and Shauna Bumford.  

       

1.2 Agenda 
 

K. Kidder moved, second by H. Featherston, to pull Consent Agenda items 
identified as 7.4.1 and 7.4.2.  Motion passed unanimously.     
 

H. Featherston moved, second by T. Collins, to approve all other Consent Agenda 
items as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 1.2.1 Additions  

 

The following items were added to the agenda and included in the Board folder:  

 7.1.2 -- M. McCabe 

 7.1.3 -- R. Joseph Jr 

          10.3.3 -- NCLEX results/2
nd

 quarter 

          10.3.6 -- LPN candidate for LNA faculty position 
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          10.3.7 -- Harmony Health Care Institute 

          11.3.1 -- APRN-P/MH Scope of Practice 

  12.1 -- SB 25-FN. 

     

 1.2.2 Deletions  

 

Anita Pavlidis, Program Specialist, reported that D. Chase (11.3) is not able 

to appear for her scheduled appearance at 1:00 p.m.  The Board asked A. 

Pavlidis to provide D. Chase’s website and re-schedule her appearance to 

next month’s Board meeting. 

 

             1.3 Appearances  
 

   7.1.1 LRCC  8:30 a.m. 

   7.1.2 M. McCabe CANCELLED 

   11.3 D. Chase CANCELLED 

   8.1.1 K. Finlayson 1:15 p.m. 

     
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

H. Featherston moved, second by J. Kuras, to accept the minutes of the June 18, 
2015 meeting as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
H. Featherston moved, second by J. Kuras, to accept the minutes of the emergency 
board meeting of June 24, 2015.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
3. REPORT OF CHAIR/MEMBERS  -- None. 

 

4. REPORT OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/STAFF  -- None. 

 
5. ATTORNEY GENERAL  
 

Attorney Brian Buonamanno discussed the circumstances under which the Board may 

choose to go into non-public session and sealing of minutes. 

  
6. REPORT OF INVESTIGATOR/PROSECUTOR   
 

Current cases number 111.  Chairwoman Fortin thanked Board Attorney Laurel 

O’Connor, and paralegal, Sarah Howlett, for their good work in reducing the number of 

open cases. 

 

Pursuant to RSA 91-A:3 II, the Board entered non-public session at 8:15 a.m. for the 
purpose of discussing alleged licensee misconduct.  Minutes of non-public session 

shall be sealed.  Board voted as follows:  Yea: KK, RP, BF, JK, CS, HF, TC and NW.  

Recused Board members include: SP, AFW, NF.   At 8:20 a.m., T. Collins moved, 
second by C. Smith, to re-enter public session. 
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7. ADJUDICATION 
 

 Adjudicative (Investigator/ Prosecutor) 

 

7.1 Hearings 

 

7.1.1  Lakes Region Community College 

Hearing held for Lakes Region Community College, Docket No. 15-0501-0475, 

proceeded at 8:36 a.m. with N. Fortin, Chair, presiding. 

 

Board members present:  K. Kidder (KK), R. Petrin (RP), B. Fersch (BF), J. 

Kuras (JK), C. Smith (CS), H. Featherston (HF), T. Collins (TC), N. Wiggin 

(NW), S. Palmieri (SP), A. Finn-Waddell (AFW). 

 

Board staff present:  A. Pavlidis (AP), S. Goodness (SG), S. Beauchesne (SB), 

and L. O’Connor (LO), Hearing Counsel for Board of Nursing. 

 

Reading of Notice of Hearing waived.  A number of Respondent representatives 

were present to offer testimony.  The hearing concluded at 10:48 a.m.   

 

 Pursuant to RSA 91-A:3 II, the Board entered non-public session at 11:00 a.m. 
for the purpose of discussing legal matters.  Minutes of non-public session 

shall be sealed.  Board voted as follows:  YEA: NF, KK, AFW, RP, BF, JK, CS, 

TC, HF, NW, SP.  The Board re-entered public session at 11:22 a.m.  Vote was 

unanimous. 

 

 H. Featherston moved, second by B. Fersch, to deny full approval.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
 K. Kidder moved, second by H. Featherston, to grant an extension of 

conditional approval for the Lakes Region program to October 17, 2015.  
Board order will stipulate conditions of continuing approval.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
 7.1.2 Michele McCabe, RN  

 Hearing held for M. McCabe, Docket No. 15-0710-0485 pursuant to the Nurse 

Practice Act RSA 326-B and the Administrative Rules, Chapter 100-800, 

proceeded at 11:27 a.m. with N. Fortin presiding. 

 

Board members present:  K. Kidder (KK), R. Petrin (RP), B. Fersch (BF), J. 

Kuras (JK), C. Smith (CS), H. Featherston (HF), T. Collins (TC), N. Wiggin 

(NW), S. Palmieri (SP), A. Finn-Waddell (AFW). 

 

Board staff present:  A. Pavlidis (AP), S. Goodness (SG), S. Beauchesne (SB), L. 

O’Connor (LO), Hearing Counsel for Board of Nursing. 
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Reading of Notice of Hearing waived.  Respondent was not present.  K. Kidder 
moved, second by A. Finn-Waddell to affirm prosecutor’s  proposed 
findings of facts #A and #B, #D - #J, #L - #O; amend prosecutor’s proposed 
findings of facts #C, #K, #P; deny prosecutor’s proposed findings of facts 
#Q, and affirm prosecutor’s proposed rulings of law #A - #D.  The Board 
agreed to suspend the RN’s license for a two-year period and assess a civil 
penalty of $2,000.  Motion passed unanimously.  Hearing concluded at 12:02 

p.m.  

 

7.1.3 R. Joseph, Jr., Suspended RN #039062-21 

Decision deferred from June Board meeting.  B. Fersch moved, second by 
R. Petrin, to affirm prosecutor’s proposed Findings of Facts #1, #2, #4 - #15; 
amend prosecutor’s proposed Findings of Facts #3; affirm prosecutor’s 
proposed Rulings of Law #1 - #4; affirm prosecutor’s proposed sanctions #2 
- #7; and amend prosecutor’s proposed sanctions to revoke RN’s license for 
a minimum of five years with a civil penalty assessed of $3,000.  The motion 
passed 7-0-3.  Voting in the affirmative: JK, KD, BF, RP, HF, CS, TC and 
NW.  Abstaining members include: SP, AFW, and NF. 
  

7.2 Consent Decree/Settlement Agreement/Voluntary Surrender/Preliminary 

Agreement for Practice Restrictions 

 

7.3 Motion for Reconsideration/Rehearing/Continuance/Prehearing Conference 

    Order  

  

Pursuant to RSA 91-A:3 II, H. Featherston moved, second by C. Smith, to enter 
non-public session at 12:40 p.m. for the purpose of discussing alleged licensees 
misconduct.  Minutes of non-public session shall be sealed.  Board voted as 

follows:  YEA: NF, KK, HF, RP, CS, TC, BF, JK, SP, NW, AFW.   

 

H. Featherston moved to re-enter public session at 1:15 p.m.  Second by T.  
Collins.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

            7.4 Dismissals (Proposed) 

 

 7.4.1 L. P., RN – PULLED FROM CONSENT AGENDA 

Recused Board members:  N. Fortin, R. Petrin.  K. Kidder moved to deny 
dismissal of complaint and issue the RN a letter of concern recommending 
that RN take courses in Nursing Documentation and Case Management.  
Seconded by T. Collins.  Motion passed unanimously. 

  

  7.4.2 K. K., LNA – PULLED FROM CONSENT AGENDA 

 K. Kidder moved to accept the prosecutor’s recommendation to dismiss the 
complaint against the LNA with a letter of concern suggesting that the LNA 
take courses in LNA Scope of Practice and/or Residents’ Rights.  Seconded 
by S. Palmieri.  Motion passed unanimously.   
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 7.4.3 D. P., RN 

 Under Consent Agenda, the Board approved the recommended action to 
dismiss the complaint against the RN with no further action.   

 
7.5 Recommendations (Proposed) 

 

7.5.1. C. L., LNA 

Under Consent Agenda, the Board approved the recommended action to seek 
public discipline for the LNA. 

 

8. ADJUDICATIVE (EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR) 
 

8.1 Requests for Reinstatement, Removal of Probation, Restrictions, Modifications or 

Conditions 

 

 8.1.1. K. Finlayson, Inactive LNA #051203-24 

 Licensee requests that her LNA license, voluntarily surrendered in December 

2014, be reinstated.  B. Fersch moved, second by S. Palmieri, to allow 
reinstatement of the LNA’s license.  Motion passed 9-2 (C. Smith and R. 
Petrin opposed).   

 

8.2 Recommendations (Proposed) 

 

8.2.1 – 8.2.7 (BF and KK recused) 

Under Consent Agenda, the Board approved the recommendations as 
proposed.  
 

9.         CLINICAL PRACTICE  
  
 9.1 Licensure issues 

 

 9.2 Licensure – non-appearances 

 

Under Consent Agenda, the Board approved the recommendations as 
proposed.   

 

  9.2.1 R. K., LNA Course  
  9.2.2 K. B., LNA Endorsement   

  9.2.3 M. G., LNA Initial Licensure   

  9.2.4 K. J., LNA Initial Licensure   

  9.2.5 M. H., LNA Initial Licensure   

  9.2.6 B. R., LNA Initial Licensure 

  9.2.7 A. E., LNA Initial Licensure 

  9.2.8 S. K., LNA Endorsement 

  9.2.9 C.S., RN Licensure by Exam 
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  9.2.10 N.D., LNA Reinstatement     

 

10. EDUCATION 
 

10.1 Consideration for Approval Status 

 

 10.2 New Programs 

 

10.2.1  Manchester Community College  

Workforce Development – LNA/CMA Training.  Under Consent Agenda, the 
Board approved the training initiatives as proposed. 

 

10.3 Educational Issues  

 

10.3.1  NH BON Simulation in Pre-licensure Education Guideline - FYI  

Beth Fersch moved, seconded by K. Kidder to approve the guidelines as 
presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

10.3.2  Lakes Region Community College – Summary of Revised Curriculum  

K. Kidder moved, seconded by A. Finn-Waddell to approve the revised first 
course of the Level I curriculum to be implemented in the Fall 2015.  Motion 
passed unanimously.   
 

10.3.3  NCLEX Results/Second Quarter -- FYI 

  

 10.3.4  Safe Practice Guidelines  

The guidelines are in the research phase and will be presented to the Board within 

the next few months. 

 

10.3.5 NCC Leadership Change 

Melinda Luther will be resigning from Nashua Community College (NCC) and 

Regina Ruotolo will assume the Nursing Chair position in August. 

  

10.3.6 LPN Candidate/Faculty Position 

Program Specialist, Carol Brody, brought forward a request asking whether an 

LPN with a Masters Degree could be exempted from taking the TTT course.  K. 
Kidder moved to approve the request and exempt the LPN from taking the 
TTT course.  Seconded by A. Finn-Waddell.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

10.3.7 Harmony Health Care Institute – Follow-Up Letter – FYI 

 

10.4 Days of Discussion 

 

10.4.1  RN/LPN Day of Discussion - Scheduled for August 27
th

 from 1:00 to 5:00 

p.m. with focus on nurse education.  Need volunteers to serve on a small Board 
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panel.  T. Collins and S. Palmieri may be available.  SNHU will host the meeting 

and provide refreshments.  

 

10.4.2  LNA Day of Discussion – Held on June 24
th

 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

in the Walker Building.  Very successful and well attended. 

 

10.5 Workforce Center Project -- Deferred 

 

11. PRACTICE INQUIRIES and PRACTICE COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

11.1 Liaison Committee  -- No report provided. 

 

11.2 P&E Committee -- Next meeting is August 3
rd

. 

 

11.3 Request for Board Advice  

 

11.3.1 APRN-P/MH Scope of Practice 

K. Kidder moved, seconded by S. Palmieri, that a Psychiatric Nurse 
Practitioner may prescribe ECT treatment so long as the nurse is competent 
and has the education to do so. 

 

12. LEGISLATION 
 
 SB 25-FN – A bill relative to epinephrine administered in schools – FYI 

 

13. NATIONAL COUNCIL  -- None 

  

14. OLD BUSINESS -- None 

 
15. CORRESPONDENCE/ARTICLES/FYIs 
  
 15.1  Notice of Closure – Lakeview NeuroRehabilitation Center -- FYI 

 

16. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 3:20 p.m. 

 NOTE:  The “retreat” Board meeting will be held in October 


